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How USA and NATO justify the occupation of Afghanistan?
On August 9, 2010, The New York Times with a title “What Happens if We Leave Afghanistan” published a photo of Aisha an 18 years old girl whose nose and ear were cut off by her husban because she had run away from her home as result of family violence. The New York Times reported that it was the court of Taliban that issued the order of such violence. However, later it was revealed that the family violence led to such a crime and the Taliban were not engaged in it. 
(BBC Persian, 8 Dec 2010)

With such a title and photo on The New York Times, US government aimed to justify its plundering presence in Afghanistan and pretended itself as the only defender of the women in Afghansitan. It attemped to convince the Americans and people in the West that if the US left Afghanistan the women of Afghanistan would be faced with the fate of Aisha!  Bellow, we will highlight some facts and examples, if the US and NATO really defended the women? If the women of Afghanistan obtained their rights under the occupation? If the US and NATO supporting a democratic regime in Kabul which ensured the women rights in laws and act accordingly? 
Afghanistan has been occupied by the US and its allies in 2001. The plunderig coalition led by the US invaded Afghanistan under the pretext of “war against terrorism”, restoration of democracy and women rights. The US and NATO have been collaborating with Jihadi groups and the Northern Alliance that, from the view point of ideology and belief, are very similar to Taliban and Daesh. During the occupation of Afghanistan by US and NATO, the security situation and women rights have been not improved and there is very little difference with the time of Taliban regime. The recent reports by “Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission”, “United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan”, “Amnesty International” and “Human Rights Watch” and other local organizations indicate that violence against women have been increasing year by year in front of the eyes of US and NATO and the puppet regime in Kabul.
Not only Amnesty International declared, but also Franz-Michael Mellbin European Union special representative in Kabul confessed that Afghanistan is the world worst place for women and criticized the government for not considering the women issue as a priority and as well as not fighting against the conservative forces.
Likewise, in the end of 2016, UNFPA [United Nations Population Fund for Afghanistan] declared that 87% of Afghan women have been experiencing violence in their lives. 
Amnesty International reports that in 2016, 5 000 cases of violence against women were registerd with the government. In 2015, UNAMA [United Nations Assistance Missions for Afhganistan] reported that Afghanistan has been ranked the lowest as 152 from 155 countries in world gender inequality indicators. An average 150 women due to the family violence are killed and 400 others are raped annually in Afghanistan. Obviously, the real situation of the women of Afghanistan is more awful than what is officially reported. 
Miwa Kato, Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific for the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women in 19 October 2017 said that the level of violence against women in Afghanisan is incomparable with other countries. It is an alarm. 

WHO [World Health Organisation] affirmed that from one hundred thousand mothers more than one thousand six hundred lose their lives at the time of child delivery in Afghanistan. (BBC 26 Jan 2009) According to the same organization the child mortality rate is 91 per 1000 new born children (DW 12 Dec 2011).
The Afghan puppet government and the USA and its allies shamelessly compare the current women situation in Afghanistan with the time of Taliban not the governments before 1992! So, as we see, these details about women situation in Afghanistan were not just baseless claims by the opponents, in fact these were facts stated by US-dependent or “independent” agencies. Thus, the US and NATO presence in Afghanistan doubtly have given nothing positive to the women in Afghanistan.
The causes of the violence 

The ruling classes, their foreign bosses along with their giant media and ideologues never touch the roots of the violences and do not expose the real facts behind the family violence and injustice in the society. It is to reaffirm that the capitalist system survives through exploitation of the working class and it utilizes religion and other ideologies to cover up its brutal, bloody and inhuman nature and face. The women cannot enjoy real freedom and justice even in the very developed and modern capitalist society where the means of production are owned by a handful rich families. To be free from exploitation, war and violence world and as well as to eliminate any kind of oppression and discrimination, there is no alternative other than to construct socialism through the annihilation of the private ownership of the means of production.
Most of the violences result from the poverty and economically sad situation of the families that affects the mental stiblity and creates tensions and depressions as well as harsh attitude among family members. While the breadwinner of a family is jobless and waiting for a daily work on the street from morning to evening and finally finds nothing and returns home with empty hands, at the same time his children are hungry, it breaks his mind. The repetition of such hard situation with empty stomachs causes the members of a family to quarrel over simple things. It causes a husband, father or brother to take his revenge on the most vulnerable members of the family as he is frustrated because he has to deal with the growing challenges imposed by the unjust system and rulling classes. Most of the families cannot afford even the smallest medecal cost of their sick children and they witness the death of their children caused by a simple and curable illness. In some cases, a father is obliged to sell his children or kill them and then commit suicide. 
Aghanistan Independent Human Rights Commisstion (AIHRC), one of the government supported entities attempts to hide the roots and real factors behid the calamity of the women and instead of underlinging the facts. The AIHRC, in its 2017 annual reports notable illetracy, addiction to narcotic, insecurity, immunity from punishment, administrative corruption, lack of trust in the judicial system and negative customs as the main causes of violence against women in Afghansitan. It illustrates that only 60% of the violence perpetrators are illetrate, 18% are with lower litracy, 25% are addicts. 
Though the government passed some apparently attractive laws and signed several international conventions in defense of women rights, they are not applied. It is because the government is composed of Jihadi and members of former fundamentalist parties who never believed in human rights, democracy and women rights. Therefore, there is no will either by the so-called international community and their corrupt child regime in Kabul in favor of protecting women rights. Additionnally, the government itself violates the laws and promote violence within the government-controlled territory.     
Peace Talks and Women
The US and NATO and their puppet regime in Kabul, once upon a time showed the women issue as a red line for them. In November 2001 Secretary of State Colin L. Powell said: "The rights of the women in Afghanistan will not be negotiable”. But, soon the women were suddently ignored in their speeches and statements. Donal Trump in the new strategy of US for South Asia never pointed out to the women issue in Afghanistan. It aims to pave way for peace talks with the Taliban and any other misogynistic forces. It means their commitment about women rights was only an empty slogan and they never believed in it and will easily sacrifice it for their dirty interests and compromise with the dark minded forces inside or outside the government. Gulbadin Hekmatyar, the leader of Afghanistan Islamic Party who is known as a most extremist and anti women element, joined the government in 2016. He is responsible for spraying acid on the faces of Kabul university students in 1970s, imposing strict measures against women in the areas under their control in Afghanistan in the 80s and spraying acid on women and killing tens of secularist, democrat and leftist Afghans in the Pakistani cities of Peshawar and Quetta in 1980-1992. In addition, there are allegations that he and his party like other Islamic parties raped, kidnapped and killed women and civilians in Kabul during the civil war in 1992-1996. The government of Afghanistan and its imperialist supporters ignored all crimes committed by his party. The government of Ghani-Abdullah with the command of US and agreement of its allies in NATO violated all human rights principles to reconcile with Islamic Party under Gulbadin Hekmatyar and grant him US$ 500000/month besides of other previleges.  
Legal environment against women
Most of the laws in Afghanistan are derived from the Islamic Sharia which totally deprives women from their rights as human being. The new constitution of Afghanistan which was developed with the dictates of US and NATO advisers in 2003 is based on descriminative elements against women. Karzai accepted the proposal of some Islamic scholars to create religious police to enforce Islamic laws like at the time of Taliban (BBC 14 July 2006). In April 2011, the government of Afghanistan made efforts to re-establish the special Islamic Law Enforcement Administration of the time of Taliban. Its draft copy was developed, which orders the bride to wear Islamic Hejab in wedding parties, music was prohibited in wedding ceremonies. Similarly, it was seriously prohibited to celebrate the wedding in a joint party of men and women. The shopping centres that sell non-Islamic clothes faced fines. In mid 2017 in Jalalabad city of Nangarhar province, the government collected all female big dolls from shoping centers because of they were not wearing proper clothes!
In 2009 the Afghan government signed the International convention on Violence against Women, but at the same time it approved a very discriminative family law that was proposed by Shia scholars which caused the anger of the “civil society” and women activist groups in Afghanistan. 

In March 2012, the religious scholars proposed to government to approve a law that restricted the women inside their homes. They
 proposed a law that imposed segregation of girls and boys in schools, universities and work places. It urged women and girls not to travel without a male family member. In this proposed law males were recognized as holding the first place and the women as a second-degree human beings. The article 132 of this law states that a wife has to meet her husband sexual needs at any time. Within this law the age of marriage for a girl decreased from 18 to 16 and takes away the right of divorce and keeping children from the women. According to this law the only job of the woman is to obey the man. According to the law, if a woman wants to get a divorce, her husband’s agreement is compulsory.  
In spite of imposing anti-women laws in the country, the government made further anti-women efforts. More than 90% of the civil disputes and conflicts that include the family issues as well, were delegated to local courts for dealing with them. These local courts that are ruled by fanatic and old fashiond staff basically ignore the existing laws of the country and issue the verdict and make decision based on customs and Islamic laws. These corrupt and anti women courts are financed by US government to the tune of ayearly 15 million dollors (Guardian Jan 13, 2013). One of the decisions of this court was a sentence 100 whip-lashes on a young girl and a boy who loved each other in Ghor province. At the time of the implementation of the court decision, the local authorities were present. Likewise, in the same province the local court sentenced a girl to being stoned to death.  
The so-called modern laws which are derived from the existing customs and tradition and Islamic principles and values, legally justify the violence and discrimination against women and deprive them of their basic rights in the society and family. In a patriarchy -dominated society like Afghanistan, women are discriminated againt
 and counted as secondary human beings.  Women are treated like animals. 
Religion and customs are two fundamental elements that justify the violence and discrimination against women in the society. According to Islam a woman has half of rights a man enjoys. A woman is not allowed to govern a society or be assigned a leading position. Women are restrictd to hold the judge position. A brother inherits double rights/share compared with his sister. A witness claim of two women is equal to one man’s. In the same case of a crime, the punishmen for women is stricter than the one for a man. A wife without the permission of her husband cannot go out from the home and communicate with others. The best women are those who care their children, wash the clothes, cook the food and obey every one of their husband’s orders and meet his desire in any situation.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Women are sold and counted as the property of men. A 60 year old man can get married with a 10 year girl if he pays the price! The girl/girls are granted in marriage to a victim family as a compensation for a killing done by his father or brother. A woman is not allowed to decide about her marriage and the person she loves. Women are expected to remain in their homes. In case of necessity to travel, a woman must cover her body fully and be accompanied by her family adult male member. 

While the Afghan laws do not recognize sexual abuse as a crime, hundreds of women and girls face such violence daily in the country. The perpetrators of such crimes are government related armed forces and the forces related to Jihadis and warlords that receive support from the governments and US and NATO. For example: in Zari district of Balkh province, Maryam a young girl was raped by the people of Akram Zari, a commander related to Ata Noor the current Governor of Balkh province. Shakila another girl was raped and then executed in Bamyan province by Wahid Beheshti a member of Bamyan Provincial Council and a brother of Fakoor Beheshti a member of parliament. The son of Painda Mohammad a member of parliament raped Bashira a 12 years old girl in Sari Pul province. The nephew of Kabir Marzban another member of the parliament raped and killed Zainooran in Takhar province. 
Tabliban, Daesh, Jihadis and the women in Afghanistan

Daesh in areas under their control have harsher behavior than Taliban against women and girls. There are no schools and women do not have the right to appear in public. There are several reports that Daesh forces kidnapped women and youhg girls in several districts of Nangarhar, Kunar, Nooristan, Laghman, Sari Pul and Faryab provinces to use them as a home servants and sex slaves. They legitimize the slavery of women based on their interpretation of Islamic texts which allow them to plunder anything from your enemy!
Taliban that control more territory than the government, burn the girls’ schools, implement Sharia and prohibit girls to go to schools and punish any woman if sheis known to do a teacher’s job, NGO worker or government employee. Daesh and Taliban run their government and behave towards women according to their own perception of Islam. They execute, stone, and lash women openly if they find them allegedly in “illegal sex relations” or being out of home without their male family member.
- On 18 Ocber 2011, a 40 year widow was accused of adultery and executed in Badghis province by Taliban.

- On 4 Februray 2011, Taliban stoned 23 year old Sadiqa and Abdul Qayoum 28 years’ old man in Archi district of Kunduz province, blaming them with a relationship of love and running away from home. 

- On 8 July 2012, Taliban shot to death Najeeba in Shinwary village in Ghorband district of Parwan province because of “illegal relations” with a man. Behind this incident, there were the hands of Abdul Star Khawasi a member of Afghan parliament.

- On 25 May 2015, 25 years old Najiba and 32 years old Murad were executed in Mardian district of Jawzjan province by Taliban for loving each other.

- On 13 September 2015, a woman and a man were executed by Taliban in Sozma Qala of Saripol province alleged with illegal relationships.  
The government of Afghanistans control less than 40% of the territory where it failed to implement the laws. Because of the corrupt judicial system of puppet regime supported by US and NATO, most of the people from the government-controlled areas prefer to refer their disputes to Tabliban courts. 
The clergy and the Council of Religous Scholars in Afghanistan, which is a government related body, several times expressed their disagreement with “Afghan Star” program of a local TV, which encourages Afghan youths (boys and girls) to play music and sing. Last year the extremist Islamists held demonstration in Kabul city to cancel the concert of a famous Afghan female singer Ariana Saeed who aimed to collect aid to the affected people in Faryab province that were killed, injured and displaced by Daesh and Taliban in Aug 2017.   
Women and law enforcing forces
The police of the puppet regime in Afghanistan behaves with women and convicts rather on the basis of traditions and customs. Laws are somehow better than the existing traditions and customs, but not only the law enforcement forces and the judicial system staff do not know about them but also, in case some of them know them, they do not believe in women’s rights. They prefer to behave towards women and especially convicted women on the basis of 
their personal desires derived from the Islamic principle and cutoms. Considering the above factors in a patriarchal environment, women are recognized guilty before any decision is made by the court. In fact, this factor encourages males to repeatedly carry out violence against women; this factor grants males a kind of immunity in case of perpetrating violence. This inhuman approach of the ruling system, mostly leads to the punishment of victims of violence than to the perpetrators. If a male member of the family kills a female member of his family because of a doubt having amorous relations with someone, he will not be prosecuted by the law and in addition, he is appreciated by the community. The perpetrator never feels guilt but he is honored as he ”saved his family dignity”. 
If a woman attempts to escape from the ultimate brutality and hell of violence, there is nobody to assit her personally or officially. Taking such a step by a woman in a male dominated society with strong chains of customs and religious principles, mostly leads to the serious punishment and sentence to death. In this case she is chased both by her family and the government. Though there is no definition in laws about running away from home, the government’s prisons are full of women and girls who have been imprisoned for escaping from home. During the escape, if they are caught by the family, under the pretext of suppression of the dignity of the family, will be killed or faced with worse condition than before, but if they are arrested by the government, based on unwritten laws are jailed and faced with insult and sexual abuse by the prison authorities and staff. 
In Balkh province a 5 months pregnant lady was beaten by her husband so as she aborted. She had no option other then to return home to her husband in spite of such brutal incident (Gauardian 13 Jan 2013). Maryam another woman who was always beaten by her cruel husband and hung from ceiling through her hair and several times she was threatened to death by a rifle. She once complained to police and they arrested him but he was released within a few hours. 
Type of violence against women

Despite the investment of billions of dollars in the name of Afghan women, in spite of the existence of hundreds of national and internation NGOs and CSOs
 defending the rights of women in Afghanistan, the women and girls of Afghanistan have been facing different types of violence. The rate of literacy of women and girls is less than 10% and less than 15% of girls have access to school. In some big cities women are allowed to work in government offices and private sector, but never feel themselves safe. Most of the families refuse to allow girls to go to schools and universities and finally work outside the homes.
The right to education, choosing a life partner, working outside the home, the option of expression and decision making, presence in country system and leadership are something where women are heavily abandoned. Women are sold and used as a means of settiling conflicts, they are insulted, threatened with death, beaten, impressoned, raped, beheaded, sprayed with acid, mutilated, stoned and killed without a legal court decision both in and out of government – areas.
Rohina from a woman-led organization in Afghanistan, believes that five thousands registered cases of violence against women in one year is a catastrophe. She makes clear that violences are mostly committed by warlords and ruling people. The violence leaves long term negative psychological effects on the women-victims beside physical injury or disabilities.  The finding of the AIHRC demonstrates that in the last 10 months of 2017, 3 800 cases of violence were registred with this organization. More than 1 900 violence cases led to an unknown fate of the victims, more than 500 cases led to separation, more than 280 cases led them to leaving their homes and 270 other cases led them to running away from home. The registerd cases of violence with this organization also reveal that 52 of them resorted to committing suicide, 220 led to self immolation, 30 left to continue education, 40 left their jobs, 110 were wounded and 45 of them forced into beggary.
A report of Afghanistan Attoney Office of Violence against Women declared that within the 6 years from 2009 to 2015, 9 500 cases of violence against women were registered with the government. Among them 826 are killing, 2 400 are rapes , 100 cases are of abortion, 75 are kidnapping, 250 are forced marriage, 2 000 are lashing and beating, more than 3 000 cases led to injury and 914 led to running away from home.
The victims of moral execution are not those girls who have dared to express their love with a man or accused of adultery. If a woman or a girl are caught speaking with a man other than a family member, if they refuse a forced marriage, if they wear a kind of clothedoess
 which not hide the body, they will be easily accused of breaking the dignity of the family and then killed. 
Women do not dare to complain about a violence case or file it with a government -related authority. If a female victim shows a reaction, she will be threatened to death or morally she will be recognized as an indecent woman in her family and society. On the other hand, due to hight rate of illetracy women and young girls do not know about their rights and do not know how to make a claim and refer to a government related authority. In most cases of violence, the perpetrators are not prosecuted. On the countrary the victims or their relatives are threatened. For example, in the case of Farkhunda, a young girl was beaten, a car was driven on her wounded body and finally she was burnt to death in front of the eyes of police near the president’s palace in Kabul city on 19 March 2015, all the involed criminals including the police were temporarily detained and then released.
The symbolic presence of women
The government of Afghanistan and the US and NATO in order to swindle the people and women of Afghanistan and as well as the people of world, stage some shows about the women and gender balance in Afghanistan. All these shows are played to attract the funds and pave the way for corruption and jusify the plundering presence of foreign troops in Afghansitan. 

Soraya Sobhrang a commissioner with Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission in early 2016 illustrated the women’s situation in Afghanistan: She said that if we portrait a real picture of the situation of Afghansitan, it is really an issue of concern. You hear every day that a woman is killed because of morals, raped and sold, smuggled, lashed, stoned…”

Zarghona Rasa one of the women activists stated that, war and the irresponsible behavior of the government have caused the increase of widows, beggary and prostitution as well as poverty and austerity. 
Ghotai Sahibian a member of Women Leadrship Empowermet Network told to Azadi Radio (Radio of Liberty) that, there are women in government but they are not representing the women of Afghansitan. The presence in the goverment is symbolic. Their clear sightedness and knowledge is not considered. They are playing with the name of democracy…” )Radio Azadi March 8, 2016)
Dilbar Nazary, Minister for women affairs told to Azadi Radio that if the situation keeps continuing the same, maybe next year the women will not have a chance to enter to higher education.
Only a few women from the ruling classes are advertized in national and internal media as representative of the women of Afghanistan. They point out to numbers of women as parliament members, ministers and “civil society” members as an achievement for the government and US/NATO. But they never focus their cameras on millions of deprived women in the suburbs of cities and rural areas where living is worse than at the time of Taliban, where women are living under the lowest degree of poverty, illetracy, inquallity and treated like animals.

The puppet regime in Kabul as well as US and NATO governments and their media tirelessly talk about the millions of girls enrollment in schools, in reality there are no schools, teachers and equipments in most districts. This reality is disclosed by the US itself:  US Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) reported on March 31, 2015 that Farooq Wardak the education minister of the Karzai government by providing fake reports and ghost schools, teachers and students, misused around 800 million dollars.
Who is responsible?

The current regime in Kabul is composed of warlords, war criminals and Jihadi parties that share misogynistic the opinion of the Taliban. These essential elements of the government always stand against the freedom and rights of women and they rejected the Elemination of Violence against Women Law in Parliament in May 2013. 
After the fall of Taliban regime in the end of 2001, the US and NATO fully supported the war criminal groups and Jihadi parties beside their misogynic background. It was the US and UNOCAL that with the help of Pakistan created the Taliban in 1994. For the imperialists, women’s rights and human rights are not so important as their economical interests. They rely on the very dark minded force such as the Taliban in 1990s as well as Daesh currently to obtain their strategic interests yesterday and today. As long as the mercenary forces fully obey the US imperialim, they are heros. For example, Afghan Mujahin and Alqaida Network in 1980s and Taliban in 1990s, but when they do not ensure fully the interest of the imperialism, they are suddenly converted to terrorists! Yet the game they play (war on terror while supporting Daesh and other war criminals in Afghanistan) have caused the reaction of the people in Afghanistan and regional countries. Through their support of very dark minded forces as Islamic parties in 1980s and Taliban in 1990s, the US and NATO intentionaly forget that how they contributed to revive and strengthen the anti women roots in Afghanistan.  

It is clear that the government of Afghanistan and its imperialist supporters during the last 17 years never improved the awful living conditions of the women of Afghanistan which is even below the level of the regimes before the Mujahidin.
The current puppet regime in Kabul and the US and its allies in NATO only would be shamelessly proud on the changes compare to the time of Taliban not before them. It is really a shame for the “international community” that spendsing hundreds of billions dollars and direct military presence since 2001, have nothing for the women of Afghanistan and compare its “achievement” with the Taliban!
The people of Afganistan in general and the women of Afghanistan in particular never expect the imperialist and the plundering regimes to grant them rights and freedom. The military presence of US and NATO along with their corrupt regime in Kabul is one of the main causes of the oppression of the women in Afghanistan. Only through enhancing class consciousness, calss mobilization and struggle can the women of Afghansitan break the chains of exploitation and end to any kind of oppression. 
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