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13 Dec 01
Memo for A. Goldberg
Subject: Civilian Casualties in Cambodia

I'am not aware of any official estimate of civilian casualties produced by US air
operations in Cambodia 1969-73. Thomas Thayer estimated 65,000 civilians killed in
North Vietnam by about 800,000 tons of air munitions 1965-73. Since about 600,000
tons of air munitions were expended in Cambodia, an estimate of 50,000 civilians killed

there might not be too far off.

Cambodia and North Vietnam were comparable in size, but the population of North
Vietnam was more than twice that of Cambodia even before Pol Pot’s genocidal regime--
18 million in North Vietnam versus 7 million in Cambodia. While North Vietnam was

sending its troops to South Vietnam, a civil war like the one in Cambodia was not raging

within the borders of North Vietnam. On the other hand, B-52 area bombers accounted
for a much higher proportion of bomb tonnage in Cambodia than in North Vietnam--two-

thirds in Cambodia versus a quarter in North Vietnam.

During 1969-73 in Cambodia, it was difficult for reporters in Phnom Penh to estimate the

proportion of civilian casualties caused by air operations. There is no doubt that most of
those casualties occurred in 1973. Pol Pot’s forces laid siege to Phnom Penh while cease-

fire agreements in Vietnam and Cambodia permitted American air power to focus on
Cambodia. Reporters in Phnom Penh could see that many nearby villages had been
destroyed by bombing. According to the American ait commander, General Vogt, those
villages had already been vacated by civilians fleeing into the city. His forces were using
a range of intelligence sources (including infrared sensors) to determine which villages
were occupied. The worst error occurred at Neak Luong, where more than a hundred
civilians were killed when a B-52 crew failed to calculate an offset and dropped on a

beacon in the town.

The attached CHECO report describes the command and control arrangements for
bombing Cambodia in 1973. For arrangements used during covert bombing 1969-70, see

the attached book by Bernard Nalty, especially pages 129-133.

Wayne Thompson
AFHSO
202-404-2191



U.S. Army Report of Inquiry into
reports of civilian casualties due
to B-52 strikes in Base Area 740,
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INVESTIGATION GASE FITE SUMARY

AR .

/
1. HQ CONDUCTING INVESIICATICH: US Army Advisory/Group — II CTZ

2, COMPIETE TITLE OF CASE: Report of Inquiry -’/IB—52 Strikes in Base Area

740 S _,,/ ey .
3. OLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL/NOFORN / .
L. DATE (S) OF INCIDINT INVESTIGATED: 16;720 May_ 1970 : o
5. UNIT COICERNEDs *__IT CTZ Adv:'_;g_g_;_-yh_ez-_é/u;; e B i

4 SIACT OF TIOIDENT: ¥XSXTXXX Cambodia ~

: ' 4

M. SUMMARY OF INVEETIGAT "C'\I/ INIIRTS Inquiry into_reports of civilians

-]

CT

killed/wounded by B-52 strikes in Cambodia.

Conclusions: A unknown number of civilians were wounded/killed by B-52 strikes

in Base area T4O. Montagnards were mobile and their hamlets were not accurately

reflected on commonly used maps. Solatium payments have been made tO SUrvivors

of known dead and to identified wounded.
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U.S. Army Report of Investigation,
attack on the village of Doun Rath,
Cambodia, August 1969
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én ¢
Gran he nig; s s
19 €0t of Aug 9th 1969 I picked up Night Hawk between Tay Ninh and LZ

ve Vector
a box north-west of LZ Grant.

whila !
Vectoring him around the edge of the box (eastern woundry) I gave Night

Hawk

a le :

ary, Closgttturn from 360° to 270°, The turn toek him north of the northern bound-

told © the Cambodian border. While trying to get him back to the box, he
he saw a light. A

hi :
this ti;: Tiger bird (the cobra accompaning him) that he thought _
e T advised him that he was close to the Cambodian porder, and he rogered

m ;
t‘zrt:inmissa.on. Night Hawk and Tiger started circling. I was receiving a bad
La get on the two aircraft, about the same time I advised him that he appeared to
e over the border. I don't remember if he rogered my transmission, but I beleive
he did, At one time I told him he was over the border. A few minutes later Nigh!
Hawk asked me for the grid he was circling. I advised him I couldnt give an exac
grid as he was flying too large a circle., 1 gave what I thought to be the center
grid. I beleive he flew around a few minutes more, then went back to the box.

The 2 aircraft (Night Hawk and hi

I don't remember either aircraft fireing.
frequency, 80O that Night Hawk WO

gun ship) usually talked to each other over our
be in constant contact with GCA.

I do remember that the grid I gave Night Hawk was on the 25 vertical grid

line.
2F # " 5 -j x
- L e
,ft’ -;lz o A Aoy e g
VaS=ay

SP5 ROGBEN K. PAlMad

GCA Watch Supervisor, LZ Grant
ATC Platoon HHC, llth Avn Go
1st Cag Piv (AM)

30 Aug 69
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heab' g

Extract of 1st Bde INTSUM #222

11 August 1969
C & D o 299 ' :

09 2200 xt 275975: Obs 10 x hooches, 6 x lights, received speradic unk

t¥pe fire. Eng with 7.62um and 75 x 2.75" rocket flechettes. Dest 3 x

hooches and 1ights went out.
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CONFIDENT AL
SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION/ INQUIRY/ INSPECT | ON

I UNIT: 229th Assault Helicopter Bat+talion and |1th Combat Aviation

Group.
2. LOCATION: Village of Doun Rath, Roun i i i

y g Commune, Miuvot Dist n
Cham Province, Cambodi a. Rl B

3. DATES: 9-10 August 1969.
Two separate but related incidents of alleged
dly attacked a Cambodian

4. (C) ALLEGATION/PURPOSE:
border violation in which US/ARVN helicopters allege

village.

5. (U) SOURCE:

|| Field Forces message 080571Z Aug 69 (U).

6. (U) FINDINGS:

a. The Nighthawk aircraft did engage a target in the vicinity of the
Cambodian border which could have been the village of Doun Rath.

b. There is no conclusive proof that the Nighthawk crew knowingly

engaged 2a t+arget in Cambodia.
in the proximity of the incident is

The definition of the border
y by visual reference during the hours

ce
impossible To ascertain with accurac
of darkness.
d. The Nighthawk was under radar surveillance during the mission.
ed poor judgement in engaging a target

e. The aircraft commander exercis
circumstances.

under the prevailing

(C) |G ACTION:

No disciplinary action be Taken.
landmarks visible at night be
in the proximity of the

The Inspector General recommended that:

7

a., (U
b, (U) A system of checks over known
radar prior ToO operating

conducted by Nighthawk and

Cambodian border.
cite number 9F22110, dated

km stand off distance

on SECRET messade,
+ future

(c) st Cavalry Divisi
peration of aircraft to |
nd attention fo preven

c.
9 Aug 69, which restricts ©
from the border be given continuous comma
incidents.

 OONFIDENTIA.



U.S. Army memorandum on “Alleged
Helicopter Shootings”in the villages
of Sre Kandal and “Moroan” [Mroan],
May 1970
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U.S. Army Summary Report of
Investigation into an attack on the
village of Tralok Bek, March 1969
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION/ INQUIRY/INSPECT|ON
(Investigation was conducted by HQ, 25th |nfantry Division)

I. (U) UNIT: 269th Combat Aviation Battalion, 3d Squadron, !7+h
Cavalry, 7th Battalion, |I1th Artillery and Ist Battalion, 27th Artillery.

2. (U) LOCATION: Tralok Bek Village, Daung Commune, Romeas Hek District,
Svay Bieng Province, Cambodia.

Sei L) BATESS 3-S5 March: |969.

4. (C) ALLEGATION/PURPOSE: To determine the facts and circumstances
concerned with Cambodian protests to the US that at 0930 and 1130 hours,
2| Feb 69, twenty-two helicopters landed troops around Tralok Bek Village,

Cambodia, and that four helicopters and two observation aircraft, supported
by mortars, then overflew and fired rockets at the village resulting in two

women being wounded.
AVFB-RE 030254, DTG 011040

5. (U) SOURCE: Message, CG, |l F Force V, LBN,
Mar 69, subject: Cambodian Border Incidents.

6. (C) FINDINGS:
a. The allegation was not substantiated.

b. The helicopters landed troops at an LZ well with The RVN.

c. All firing done during the morning of 21 Feb 69 was directed against

targets within the RVN.
All firing in the afternoon was within RVN excepT at 1315 hours when

d. S XCep .
artillery fired into Cambodia in response to enemy initiated sma!i-arms fire
and at 1452 hours when the artillery fired in response to enemy initiated

mortar fire from Cambodia.
7. (U) |G ACTION: Recommended that findings be approved and fthat copies
of ROl be forwarded to |l F FORCE, V.

8. (U) UNIT ACTION: None indicated.

9, (U) ADDITIONAL ACTION: None Indicated.

0. f(U) FOLLOW UP: None indicated.

CONFIDENTIAL



“Brooks Incident,” Report of
Investigation into “firing incident” —
the killing of civilians and looting

of avillage — by U.S. and South
Viethamese military personnel in
Cambodia, May 18,1971
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HEADQUARTERS
THIRD REGIONAL ASSISTANCE COMMAND

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96266
OFFICE (F THE INSPECTCR GENERAL

MACTR-IG

SUBJECT : Report of 1 i
vestigation Concerning Firin
g Incident/Accident of A Troo
1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, in the Republic of Cambodia (0) i

gﬁgmanding General

rd Regional Assistance C
ATTN: MACTR-SJA yeapp
APO 96266

I.(U) AUTHORITY.

1. This investigation was conducted during the period 10 June 1971 to

4 September 1971 by LTC John W. Mantooth, Deputy Inspector General, at
Headquarters Third Regional Assistance Command (TRAC), Long Binh, Vietnam,
pursuant to a directive from the Acting Deputy Commander, TRAC, 10 June 1971

(EXHIBIT RED TAB 4).

II(C). MATTERS INVESTIGATED.

2+ This investigation was concerned with an alleged firing incident/accident
reported to have occurred during an aerial reconnaissance mission of A Troop,
in the vicinity grid coordinates

lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry, (4/1-9 Cavalry),
WU 521048, Republic of Cambodia, on 18 May 1971 (EXHIBIT RED TAB H-1).

III(C). BACKGROUND,

3. On or about 18 May 1971, A/1-9 Cavalry, while conducting an aerial recon-
naissance mission in Cambodia, became engaged in a firing incident in a

Cambodian village or hamlet which possibly was being used as an enemy resupply
or transfer point. During the course of ensuing events; approximately 6 adult

males were killed; approximately 2 Cambodian children were killed; 15 to 20
Cambodian civilians were wounded; 3 or 4 buildings destroyed; 15 or 20 bicycles
and motorcycles were destroyed; one unidentified individual taken into custody
for interrogation; a US Army Captain accompanied an ARVN Ranger Platoon into
the area and removed a motorcycle; and the ARVN team members looted the area.
A contact report was submitted on 18 May 1971 to the TRAC, tactical operation
center, However, subsquent debriefings and inquiries, by a series of investi-
gating officers, indicated that numerous facts concerning the incident had
been omitted, thus culminating in the requirement for a formal investigation

of the incident.
(;roa/“
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SOV ANR LU VILN BN MR

MACTR-IG
SUBJECT: Repq
grzgpoflgzvgﬂtiaﬂtion Concerning Firing Incident/Accident of
? quadron, 9th Cavalry, in the Republic of Cambodia (U)

IV(C). EVIDENCE,

4

1£em§°$“§§' G3, HQ TRAC, 0001 hours 19 May 1971 to 2460 hours 19 May 1971

incidené é and 11 reflect reports submitted at the time of alleged firing
and establish the approximate time and location (EXHIBIT RED TAB D).

5+ USARV Regulation 525
followed when combat actions of US Army units/elements cause death, injury or
?roperty damage to civilian persommnel. This regulation defines a firing
neldent as an occurrince caused by any type weapons fire which occurs in the
esulting in civilian casualities or property

course of military operations r
A major accident/incident is an occurriince which results in loss of

damage.
life, crippling injuries to personnel or property damage in the amount of
The regulation requires that all US Army Commands, Units,

$500.,00 or more.
Elements, Detachments, or Agencies stationed in Vietnam will transmit spot

reports of firing incidents/accidents by electrical means within 12 hours of
occurrence (EXHIBIT RED TAB E).

6. Msg. MACTR-G30P, HQ TRAC, 110615Z June 1971, Subject, Spot Reports, forward-
ed information contained in Journal entries referenced in para 4 above to

MACV COC Saigon Vietnam (EXHIBIT RED TAB F).

7. MACV Directive 335-12, dated 30 September 1970, prescribes the respon-
sibilities and procedures for expeditious repcrting of significant information

to the MACV Command Center, Significant events include all incidents, accidents
resulting in a major property destruction or loss, or the killing, wounding, or
mistreating of a friendly personnel by US or Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces

(EXHIBIT RED TAB G).

8. FPhotograph, FYJ3120, HQ 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 17 June 1971
shows the area taken under attack on south side of road. The destroyed build-
ings are visible (EXHIBIT RED TAB H).

9. Photograph of Suzuki motorcycle, SN KIO 52-398/
alleged firing incident/accident (EXHIBIT RED T4B I

2
10, MACV Directive 381-24, dated 1 August 1969 extablishes procedures for the
proper handling, reporting, and disposition of captured enemy material. This
directive defines captured material as any article of supply or equipment

taken from the enemy forces in any manner. It defines the responsibility for

recovery and evacuation of captured enemy material as a command responsibility
The prescribed method of evacuation is through normal logistic

at all levels,
rective defines exploitation as the examination, analysis,

channels, this di
evaluation, intelligence production, and use of captured material for intellige

purposes. Exploitatioh of captured enemy material by US units, below the level
of division and separate briéadefis limited. Their primary responsibility is

GONFIDENTIAL

-7, dated 7 May 1970, prescribes the procedures to be

S removed from areé of the
L



MACTR-IG
SUBJECT: Re
A ¥§§§p°f1§§“§““i§“t1°n Concerning Firing Incident/Accident of
! quadron, 9th Cavalry, in the Republic of Cambodia (U)

the recove
to the Ilaarrgs:nd iﬂtti&l evacuation of enemy material from the capturelocation
maintenance collecting point (EXHIBIT RED TAB J).

11. MACV p '
C applies aizzggiva fadwy, i R e TASsSE MEERIRR} g fnnex
pe cally to ed Helicopters (EXHIBIT RED TAB K).

12, LTC Carl A Putn
1 am, Squadron Commander, 1-9 Cavalry, testified that on
19 May 1971, Major Richard A, Chilcoat, Troop Commander, A/1-9 Cavily sub-

mi
tted a written report to him (EXHIBIT RLUE TAB B) of 4 firing incident in
He further testified that during

gaﬁbOdiﬂ that occurred on 18 May 1971,
az—t:eg;zent debriefings that additional unreported disturbing facts came to his
culmgn on Gal_laing him to desire wiﬁor thorough imrastigationg ’
Qf&tlﬂg in his request on 27 May 1971, to COL Albert J, Fern Jr., Command-
ing Officer, 12th Combat Aviation Group (CAG), to appoint an investigating

off Lcer from outside the 1-9 Cavalry Squadron. He further stated COL Ferm
yo e ;P pointed MAJ James R. Refferty, Executive Officer 3rd Squadron, 17 Cavalry.
L7 -6Ob Putnam readily admitted accepting a motorcycle at the 1-9 Cavalry stand-
down party on 23 May 1971, and operating it on Di An Post. He testified
that at the time of acceptance he did not know it was connected with this
incident, and that he had considered the vehicle as a war trophy (EXHIBITS

BIUE TAB D and TAB B-1),

13. LTC Harbin A. Constance, Deputy Commander,l2th CAG, testified that on
<7 May 1971 that he relayed instructions from COL Fern to MAJ Rafferty to
investigate an alleged firing incident in Cambodia, involving A/1-9 Cavalry
and prepare a fact sheet with supporting statements on which COL Fern could
He further

base a decision of the need to initiate a formal investigation.
to MAJ Rafferty and that he apd COL

testified that he gave the instruction b ¥ d
Fern forgot these exact instructions¥dilring the interim period from¥&lart to
completion of the report. He further stated that COL Fern and he were
initially digsatisfied with MAJ Rafferty's efforts, but that viewed in retrospect,
MAJ Rafferty had satisfactorily accomplished his assigned mission (EXHIBIT

RED TAB B-2).

14. MAJ James R. Rafferty, Executive Officer, 3-17 Cavalry testified that,

LTC Constance informed him on 27 May 1971, that COL Fern desired him to conduct
an informal investigation of a firing incident in Cambodia involving A/1-9
Cavalry and to prepare a fact sheet on which COL Fern could base a decision
for a requirement for a formal investigation, He further testified that when
he arrived at the 1-9 Cavalry, on 29 May 1971, he found MAJ Chole had already
taken statements from all personnel concerned, s0 he re-swore the' persomnel
to their statements and questioned the respondents about them, but did not
record verbatim testimony as he saw no reason to do so in light of the
instructions he had received. MAJ Rafferty stated he was thoroughly familiar

T

//-with Air Cavalry Operations in Cambodia, the rules of engagement, and etcy «

© and that he detected nothing unusual about this mission, with the exception

y of CFT Arnold H. Eooks having accompanied the ARVN Rangers on thelr growid
surveillance portitn of the mission, He further stated that since CPT Brooks

CONFIDENTIAL
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in pursuing the matter further and
BIT RED TAB B-3).

M the N;

v// had been reprimanded, t
hat he saw no val
Tecommended that the’uase be closed (%Xgi

15,
2¢ . CFMClifford L. Knight, 4/1-9 Cavalry, the pilot of the "low bizrd™ on
statement to MAJ Rafferty on 29 May 1971, to the effect ThaT

v 131'8 Dday 1971’ mﬂda a
nﬁmziguflging in his Visual Reconnaissance (VR) secto® when he spotted
buildins ¢ycles and motorcycles, a few of which had packs, around some
th €8 and attempted to investigate their presence in this area. When
© personnel in the area refused to cooperate, he requested rocket fire be
d to attempt to draw out any enemy that might be in

Placed in an open fiel
He further stated that the personnel started leaving the area

the area.

acting suspieiously, and as he returned to the area he received ground to

air fire (GAF) from his right rear and reported this to the "high bird" who
%ﬁ££etunned and spotted

: .dived in and rocketed the area, He stated he aga
i §_bgdiea, 18 bicycles, and 4 motor bikes destroyed; 2 straw and 2 tin build-
Wi arngs destroyed. He further stated his gunner shot another military age male whs twe,
¢ ' and khaki shorts, who was try o 1§¥ﬁ§§$197If*_*
when the TRAC Investigating Officer warnmed CFT Knight of his rights under
unsel, CFT Knight requested ¢
ﬂzfﬂ

« Article 31, UCMJ, and advised him of his rights to co
SO R R : sment On advice from his counsel
&-—s—ﬂ--‘:.d BLL-«./\_:(' fon dwéalﬂlﬂw-,

o)

counsel ,and efused o mals o - ment oman

(EXHIEIT BLUE TAB I and EXHIBIT RED TAB Bed)e o —n
16. SP, Vernon J. Gregory Jr., A/1-9 Cavalry, testified that he was an observer
on the M"low bird" flown by CFT Knight,and that they spotted numerous bieycles
in the area under quegtion, He stated that when they attempted to determine

¥ what was in the packs,in accordance with practices they had previously used,
that the personnel in the area were uncooperative and that CPT Knight requested

He further stated

the "high bird" to place fire near the area, which he did.
that the "high bird"™ then rocketed the area and that when they returned to
He stated he observed nothin

‘the area he only personally observed one body. €
unusual about this mission (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB H and RED TAB B-5),

SP, John A. Nicholes, A/1-9 Cavalry, was a gunner on the "low bird"
He testified he heard GAF and that the appearance of the

174
SP, Nicholes,

flown by CPT Knight.
area lead him to believe they had spotted a VC bigyele convoy.
r_age ma

in addition, testified that he shot one mi

and a long sleeve khaki shirt, with his M-60 machine gun that was mounted in
—while they were making their assessment of damgge ,after the
d rocketed the area (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB K and RED TAR B-6).

"high bird" ha

18, CFT David P, Schweitzer, A4/1-9, the aircraft commander of the "high bird",
« testified that at approximately 1230 hours §& May 1971, the "low bird" reported

sighting several bicycles and motorcycles with packs in an area he had recon-

noitred for several days previously., He further testified that he checked

with the Vietnamese—ENO-when he received a request £o fire and received per-

mission to place fire in an adjacent open area near the sighting in an attempt

to draw out any enemy that might be present and to eazuse any civilians present to

L
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" war material,

- to place the initial fire near the area,

SUASate W MUJ’JLNEIAL

MACTR-IG
SUBJECT :
Eﬂggzz Ofllnveatigation Concerning Firing Incident/Accident of
P, lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry, in the Republic of Cambodia (U)

take
Loy ccVei.t After Placing the fire in the open area,the "low bird" workin
him returned to the area and reported receiving EBround to air fire (GAF).

bUildiEQ: tzer testified he then rocketed and strafed the area, opening up the
S0 his W bird™ could see inside. He further stated that he
VN Ranger team to attempt to find two individuals

Tequested insertion of an AR
Teported to be hiding in the area and that when the ARVN Rangers arrived in
fdre for them immediately prior to their in-

the area he fired preparation
sertion. He stated that a misalignment of his rocket tubes caused him to

fire so close to one of UH 1 helicopters ecarrying the ARVN Rangers that the
helicopter was forced to go around again before landing. He stated he was
unaware that the ARVN Rangers did not have ground to air commnications when

they were inserted (EXHIEIT BILUE TAB L and RED TAB B-7).

19, 'CPT Bentley G, Humphwey, A/1-9 Cavalry, testified that he was flying the
His testimony concerning the events up to

"high bird®™ with CPT Schweitaer,

the point of ingertion of the ARVN Rangers was essentially the same as CPT

Schweitzer's testimony. CFT Humphrey testified that he was in Tay Ninh vhen
ers returned and that they brought back civilian radics, dueke, —

t
chickens, pocket combs, wallets, civilian clothing, and numerous items of non-
He Turther stated that is was a common ocecurrence for the ARVN

y were inserted (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB M and RED

Rangers to 1dot an area when the
TAB B=8).

20, CFT Thomas C. Uzanski, 4/1-9 Cavalry, testified that he was the mission
commander for this mission and wgs on board the "C and C", UE 1 helicopter,

being furnished by the 229th Assualt Helicopter Company and that he cleared

the area with the ARVN liaison officer and granted CPFT Schweitzer permission
CFT Uzanski also testified that he
He

saw muzzeE flashes from weapons in a dike line firing at the "low bird",
further testified that all rules of engagement were observed and that none of
his team unnecessarily expended ordnance (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB G and RED TAB B-9).

21, Aspirant Do Huu Cong, S~3 section, 25th ARUN Division, testified that he
was accompanying CPT Uzanski in the "C and C" helicopter on 18 May 1971, He
identified the aerial photograph (EXHIBIT TAB H) as being the correct area and
stated he did not clear the area as a free fire zone or authorize reconnaissan
by fire, but granted permission to "fire" when attacked by the enemy, He cor-
roborated testimony received from CPT Uzanski concerning rédio transmissions
received from the "low bird" and stated his primary reason for being in that s
was to observe the area since his unit planned operations in that area in the

near future (EXHIBIT RED T4B B-10),
22, WO Richard F, Smail, 229th Assault Helicopter Company,a ilot of the "C a
He stated,

G" helicopter gave testimony essentially the same as CPT Umanski,
actions

that although he did not personally see any GAF, that the evasive
of the "low bird" and the rise in the inflections of the voice during commum:

CONB LD 8N & 1A L
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indicated the "

&Ppraximat91; 1%§W£Eird“ was receiving GAF. WO Smail further stated that he flew

R e 140 hours each month on similiar missions and that he saw
ccur during this mission (EXHIBIT RED TAB B-11),

23. W 3
s gnﬂggei R. Santo, 229th Assault Helicopter Company, JBo-pilot on the
an copter tegtified he could not identify the area from the aerial
"

fﬁ;ﬁoiigpg because he constantly flew missions in that area. He related
e stn%y knowledge of theevents was from radio transmissions. He

bl a ed,t@at since the helicopter was making left turns he wias unable ,
serve anything of valuej that would assist in the investigation (EXHIBIT

RED TAB B-12).

24, SF, Donald I. Morehouse, 229th Assault Helicopter Company, the crew chief
on the "C and C" helicopter testified he could not identify the area from the
aerial photograph of the area and stated he was unable to make any contribution
toward the investigation because he participated in so many missions he could
recall any particulars of this mission (EXHIBIT RED TAB B-13).

25, SP4 Dale L. Howell, 229th Assault Helicopter Company, was the gunner on
the "C and C" helicopter and was unable to recall any of the particulars of

the incident. (EXHIEIT RED TAB B-14)

26, W2 Davin G. Mclavghlin, A/1-9 Cavalry, hsd departed the command, Mowsver,

he furnished a statement to MAJ Rafferty on 29 May 1971, in which he stated

that he received a briefing on station and replaced "white" which was the Mow

bird" flown by CFL Knight that originally reported taking GAF. CW2 McLaughlin
I}T‘ﬁgﬁ}gﬁrs were on v

stated he informed his "high bird" to hold fire as the ARV )
He stated,that the ARVN Juere inserted and

the station é‘fady to be inserted. '
but that he stopped them before they reached the main area

recomoiterémg.ﬁby fire,
of interest. He further stated that the ARVN Rangers met no resistance, grabbed
_what they could, and were extracted, He reported Seeing Wo tviliens and

‘tention of picking up one wounded girl bub thal

. _landing at one point with fthe in :
che was already dead (EXHIBIT BLUETAB J).
A/1-9 Cavalry, was the gunner on the "low bird" pilot-

27. SP, Ien J. Shattuck,

ed by CW2 McLaughlin., He testified the ARVN Rangers appeared melodramatic when
__the re _inserted in his opinion fired excessively in the area) however,
“"he did not observe anyone engaged by their small arms fire. He stated that

there were approximately 15 wounded persomnel. in the area and th t he observed _
* 2 males 50-60 years of age, and one female 8-10 years of age, 53%3 appeared to

_be dead., He refuged to answer when questioned if the aircraft he was in land-
ed to attempt to evacuate the wounded. qhgavalry, the

e SPl, Harrington, A/1-S
. other member of The aircraft crew, had departed the commend¥was not available
for questioning (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB Q and RED TAB B-15) .

fthe |

not
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28. CPFT Thoms
was the pilot ;ng'cﬁgne%» A/1-9 Cavalry, testified that on 18 May 1971, he
pilot on,a UHL oapprs George Bullis, who has departed the command, was the co-
the ar aal and that Tying a portion of the ARVN Ranger Team that was inserted in it the Nay;
at the team wag accompanied on the ground by CPT Arnold H. Brooks -
"snatch"

-9. He further testified that the team had originally been on a
to obtain an individual Tor gquestiomimg—by the——

gi:sion_ in the nearby area
zr? ARVN Di“'r'iaion’ ”however, _they were diverted to this area and decided to
perform the "snatch™ in the contact area, CPI Agness stated The Rangers
hands tied and then

captured a POW and placed him on board the UHL with his
He stated the team met no resistance, Thi 3

the team proceeded through the area.
ny dead or wounded personnel but did _ m%qe'ﬂ

CPT Agness stated he did not observe a

, Teceive a radio Lo _evacuate a wounded girl it en
tions of CFT Brooks ‘he was fully loaded with the ARVN Ranger Team, ené-

_ & motorcycle and he wag low on fuel. He also testified that the ARVN Rangers
captured , but abandoned ,one old type unidentified small arm (EXHIBIT BIUE TAB
R and RED TAB B-16),

29. SP, Gary T. Grawey, A/1-9 Cavalry, testified he was the crew chief on
the UH1 helicopter,flown by CPT Agness, that carried Captain Arnold H.
Brooks and the ARVN Ranger Team into the area. He further testified that.
_ CPT Brooks and the ARVN Bangers acted "hog wild" when they deplaned shooting
Jup the area although they received no return fire. SP, Grawey stated he did

not _see CFT Brooks or the ARVN Rangers engage personnel with their small
4arms,b&t’ hat in the course of events he did observe 5 to 10 Cambodian

' rsonnel that appeared to be wuundedfbut that he did not know if they were
_iﬁi5iEE3“E3ﬁﬁﬁ-atr*br-gfaﬁﬁa“fiﬁai‘“sfu Grawey further testified That tha ARVN
Rangers, accompanied by CPT Brooks, brought back a motorcycle which was later ~
perating the motor-

given to ITC Putnam,and that he had observed LIC Putnam o
cycle on Di An Post (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB S and RED TAB B=17).

30. SP, Howard M. Dunn, A/1-9 Cavalry testified he was the gunner on the UHl,
flown by CFT Agness, that inserted the ARVN Ranger team,and ihat he saw CPT
He also testified to the capture

Brooks accompany the team into the area,
ambodians, and the extraction

of the detainee, his observing some 10-15 wounde
IUE TAB T and RED TAB B-18),

and disposition—of the motorcycle
1

(%4
31, CPT John E. Liberg, an AHIG pilot, A/1-9 Cavalry, testified that he V'
replaced CFT Schweitzer on station as the "high bird" for the hunter-killer

team., He stated that he saw nothing out of the ordinary about this mission
CPT Liberg testified that the area

and did not expend any ordnance in the area.
had been cleared as a free fire area, He did not see any wounded individuals
in the area,but did witness the ARVN "Brown Team" leaving the area with ducks,

chickens, cigaretles, and a large quantity of combs. He also saw CFT Braoks
Since that time he has seen this

_bring the motorcycle back to the aircraft. Si |
motorcycle in the possession of LIC Putnam, (EXHIBIT BLUE TAB O and RED TAB B-19

Aoan, A b

32, CFT Thomas T. Cappone, was the co-pilot for the AHIG Cobra aircraft piloted

by CPT Liberg, A/1-9 Cavalry. CPT Cappone substantiated the testimony of
CPT Liberg but did not add anything of significance to it. (EXHIBIT BIUE TAB

| Al % ' ﬂ_j_‘ i
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gﬁ;neifﬂsﬁﬁgggfgeKﬁﬁis Jr.i crew chief, 4/1-9 Cavalry, testified that his door
fired his M-60. bt o gas ocated on the right hand side of the aircraft, had “
RAtIha eoela %_ er Decayse he had seen something or the pilot had told him

S o, -ires SF Koris did not notice anything unusual about the ARVN

. own Team™ insertion: owever he did note that upon extraction the team was ~
WETLW\S'TMEB’ tobacco, writing paper, and—a— (5

He also saw a blue motorcycle at Tay Ninh and later wibnessed ITC Putnam

riding this same moforcyclé (EXHIEIT BLUE TAB U and RED TAB B-21),

4. Major Richard A. Chilcoat, Troop Commander, A/1-9 Cavalry testified that

his troop always carried an ARVN liaison officer aboard the "C and C" gircraft
each time they went on an ARVN support mission into Cambodia. It was the

Job of this ARVN INO to define the area that was to be worked and obtain the
necessary clearances to fire, Major Chilcoat stated that it was common know-
ledge to everyone that Uﬁ/personnel were not allowed on the ground in

Cambodia wnless going into extract a dowmed aircraft's crew, medical evacuation v
or some such thing., He stated this had been emphasized innumerable times at
briefings, Major Chilcoat was at Tay Ninh when the ARVN Browm Team deplaned

the aircraft and noticed that they had chickens, a radio, combs, and tobacco,

He also testified that he took possession of a motorecycle from
”a;xfiﬂ%ﬁLjEEiJhith;Eggggg%ed this motorecyele to LTC Putnam at a hail and farewell
party, " Major Chilcoat got thHe crews togetheT Wieh They had returned from this
particular mission and discussed it with them., At that time it was almost
unanimously agreed upon that there was a lot of indiscriminate Tiring by the

._éﬁzg_fﬁroun Team" upon their insertion and that this firing had caused the
Iater on that same evening, Major Chilcoat conducted

civilian casualities,
another ﬁ ith the pilots im - Teceived another impressiongfat
A t_the initial suppressive fire put down by the

+th
"high bird" after the "low bird" had taken fire, could have caused the civilian
No one saw the ARVN "Brown Team™ members engaging civilians. Major

sualities.
Chilcoat stated that the normal procedure for handling captured materisl was
followed in all cases, with the exception of the motoreycle, It was not followed
in this particular case because it was "an effort to build some, not tuild, but
maintain some exprit, just more or less as a presentation to the Squadron
Commander since'this was the last day of operations for the Squadron". Major
Chilcoat testified that he had told the officers of his troop at an officers *

call about three days prior to this missian:that he would like to get a motor-"
At this time he made it clear that it had to

Major Chilcoat stated that

cycle for the Squadron Commander.

be enemy equipment or taken as a result of a contact,
he believed that the motorcycle was taken from the building where all the other

bicycles were located in the area of contact (EXHIBIT BIUE TAB B, BLUE TAB C

and RED TAB B-22),
35« SP5 Michael L, Williams (EXHIBIT BLUE TARB E),aaé-SPﬁ Dennis E, Holzen
even C, Koelle (EXHIEIT BLUE TAB V), all from

(EXHIBIT BLUE T4B F) and SP St
A Troop, 1st Sqd, 9th Cav., were not present when the incident took place

and could not contribute to this investigation,

CONEIBEN LA
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A Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry,
36. MSG D
oung Van Van, the ARVN "Brown Team" platoon leader, £/th ARVN Ranger

Platoon, identified
2 the aerial photograph +1;33CI-IIBIT RED TAR HS as being the area
5 dead men in the area around ﬁ

of the firing incident /accident, ang”
anq stated he

:zzu:;?%éfga 151.11}:.1I cgnnecting trenchest hﬂ-a-té—tee}f'?ﬁ did not see any civilian
il “sl . bie urther stated there was much abandﬁgec} quipment and that he
st g icyclea_az were of communist make because A rain_fm-cewarrying
= US. enied that his personnel participated in any looting, but,did assist

e Army Gaptain.‘b_hat lead them on the asst§lt, in removing a 'b:'..‘t:u::_s‘f| motor— ¥
cycle from the battle field (EXHIBIT RED TAB B--?.BS. -

i

37. CFT Armold H. Brooks, A/1-9 Cavalry had been subsquently transferred to

Fort Knox, Kentucky. In response to the investigatied officer's request ! |
(to assist in the investigatio T sf) |

the JInspector General, Fort Knox,
Brooks, testified that he and Major Chilcoat had discussed obtaining a war
he did not consider this to have the force of

the Nam

vehicle' for a trophy, but that,
an_order, 'C B?EEN§_fE?§h§£ft@§ﬁifiedmth@ﬁﬁha.aﬂqng%BE?9 the ARVN Brown
ia,@Ithough he ¥Knew it was a inst orderg. He ‘,
erve

Team on the pround in Cambodi L0l
stated he did not see any dead NVA or VC soldiers ,but thaf he did ovs
flesh wounds,end some destroyed

some Cambodians civilians with superficial
He stated he did not see the ARVN Brown Team
hey assisted him in

motorcycles)and bicycles,
transport any property away, from the area. Ha_siaxeg'f
removing the motorcycle‘;\";&%&%h&%—hm—mbmehéwas later presented to LTC
CPT Brooks further stated he considered the motorcyecle a war trophy
He further stated he reported the

_{’u‘bnam.

and did not consider he was stealing it.

motorcycle among the captured and destroyed material (EXHIBIT RED TAB B-24 and

EXHIBIT BLUE TAB N).

38. 2LT Nguyen Van Hay, an observer from the ARVN 25th Infantry Division s

testified that he accompanied CFI Arnold H., Brooks on th%'fggaﬁgqhiﬁ{.GmBOdl&
area was devastated

in the vicinity of WU 521048 on 18 May 1971, He stated’;the®:
butttha$ hemonly observed 2 men about 40 years oldﬂtﬁgi were lightly wounded,
He did not observe any dead or wounded NVA/VC soldiers, He further

stated—s, : :
stated they detained one individual and took him to the 49th ARVN Regimental
This individual revealed that about
stated the ARVN Brown Team found 2

Headquarters.

200 NVA/VC had been in this area, "IT Ha

wooden rifles used for training,and—tha® Lhey destroyed 1 Honda motorcycle
removed the Blue Suzuki for

by shooting it up and
2IT Hay stated he did not see the ARVN Brown Team lobdt any
of people versus the amount

CFT Brooks.
civilian property. i He gtateqnbecause of the number
of food in the area<£h§tmﬁ§_b§11gyﬂd.hha¥;thia was a VC/NVA su ply'p§§§§7(EXHIBTI

RED TAB B~-25).

V.(C). DISCUSSION.
39. On 18 May 1971, ITC Carl M, Putnam, Commanding Officer, 1-9 Cavalry, received
some information thatdistumbed him, concerning an alleged firing incident/accident
involving A/1-9 Cavalry., The incident/accident was reported as occurring on or
about 1200 hours 18 May 1971 in the vieinity of.iEMPgrid coordinates Wu 521048 ;

Republic of Cambodia, As a rﬁﬂwwﬁwm N idh; 9180 Putnam directed Major
3




SUBJECT: Report of Investigaty
3 uquagr on Concerning Firing Incident/Aceident of )

Richard A, Chilcoat, Comruanding Officer, A/1-9 Cavalry to submit
port on 19

e ] : - ‘ f A/1-9 Cava i
’ »JAIEC Putnam app01ntei M&{ﬁgilbert H. Chole, Executive Officer, 1-9 Gava%;;'bn
conduct an investigation of the alleged firing incident/accident

4AB A Later that same morning,
x - SPORTUeg—additional—infommadia %50 LTO Putnam, the Commanding Office
1=9 Cayg Lealiz e 'tgﬁﬁigxﬂibﬁh;§Y8%E§?QEEﬂa§£%gmbersJ%f -
L Albert J, Fery g%, Commanding Officér, 12th

A requested tha
Combat Aviagion Group, (CAG) appoint an investigating officer from another
i%pnit. COL Fern;%inatructed LTC Harbin A, Constance, Deputy Commanding Officer,
12th CAG, toﬁ&gg in touch" with MAJ James R. Rafferty, Executive Officer,
AUC have him in i i matter and prepare o
i tatementson which COL Fern could base a decision
nducted,or-net, LTC Constance

Of whether a formal investigation should be co
0 MAJ Rafferty, whose date estimated return from

was 11 June 1971,

Ty and began his investigation

‘ When MAJ Rafferty arrived at A/1-9 Caval
/-9 29 May 1971, he foung MAJ Choley had already taken statements from the wit-

MAJ Rafferty accepted these statements, again swore the witnessess,
but did not record verbatim

nesses,
and questioned them concerning theirp testimony,
testimony. Major Rafferty submittéd his completed report,dated 5 June LS715

to COL Fern (EXHIBIT RED TAR e

424 00 Teceiving MAJ Raffer

was 11 June 1971,
lleged firing ineident/aceide
Command (TRAC) during the even—

Commanding General, Third Regional Assistance
ing of 7 June 1971, He stated he was not satisfied with the investigation, or
ructed ITC Robert B, G rk,

words to that effect, The Chief of Staff inst 1
Staff Judge Advocate, TRAC, to review the report of investigationt)_ had

been submitted to COL Fern. ITC Clark reviewed the Treport and concurred with
COL Fern's opinion that the i t. ITC Clark
recommended to the Chief of Staff, TRAC, that the incident be further investi-
gated, preferably by an officer from Headquarters TRAC,

Mantooth: Deputy Inspector

TRAC, designatedllmc John W,

estigating 0ffice§“3ﬁ'10“3ﬁﬂé‘l971;‘aﬁd personally
gating officer, that the Commanding General, TRAC
igation of this incident. . 3

43. The Chief of Starr,

General, TRAC, as the inv
informed the TRAC investi

desired g thorough invest

a¥= - =
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SUBJECT: Report of Investigati

A Troop, lat Squadren
44+ The previous dinformal investigation performed by Major James R. Rafferty,
Bxecutive Officer, 3-17 Cavalry,was so brief and unprofessional that the TRAC
Investigating Officer immediatel: contacted MAJ Rafferty, who was out proces-
sing ‘fox DEROS, and questioned him under oath to determine if perhaps Major
information pertaining to the

Rafferty, was involved in an attempt to co
investigation. Questioning revealed that MAJ Rafferty, had received instructions
Although

relayed by LTC Constance, which viewed in retrospect, were confusing,

MAJ Rafferty used AR 15-6 as a guide, he did not attempt to perform an inves—
e regulation, nor did he ant.icipater

tigation of the thoroughness required by tg
in view.of his instructions, that COL FernTwould later interpret it as being
a complete investigation. : LTC Constance later corroborated MAJ Rafferty's
agértion that he had not been apprised that a thorough formal investigation
was desired, . LTC Constance also agreed that the instructionfwhen viewed in
retrospec-t, were confusing, a.mi Stated that in The rush of activity of getting
COL Fern ecleared for DEROS atc.}-t.hat they had forgotten the exact instructions
passed to Major Rafferty.

nceal

45« Peginning on 11 June 1971, the TRAC investigating officer had all known
witnesses,that still remained in Vietnam recalled and initiated g complete
investigation of the alleged firing incigint/acciaeng}r:questionmg‘_ them on
previously submitted statements, eollect,}aag’ additional evidence, and ta.ké:ng%e(’
verbatim testimony, nlirons i i iorf the investigating officer's
activities were closely coordinated with the SJA, T AQ Because of the invom
‘ FA o kot~ Mg@;m

(nature of the incidenty
18 May 1971,

Questioning of the witnesses revealed that on or about 1230 hours
W521048] Republic of Cambodi@a, members

46, i
in the vicinity of URMIGHidlCoordinates Wi’
of A/1- Cavalry, arorking as a hunter-killer team were conducting %_ visual
reconnissance mission. i an, alt ataarea,ﬁh&h—imd—hm_:e;ea—p@ 0 _the best

> %ﬁﬁ% n or an area in which recon%ﬁ% by fire

of their lquledgarafg-&f ree e Z0one
According bo testimony of US personnel ,the area had been cleared
Aspirant Cong denied

was permitted, d :

by he ARVN 25th Division LNO, @.‘a‘;?ﬁ‘an“f‘m“}ﬁﬁ‘co—ng,

CIEW_MPQ Zone™ and stated that the Americans. automatic-

ally returned fire when they received GAT. Aepizent—Comris—commend—of—rie e

iy T TS ._- he was responsible for interpreting,
8, and working with the US personnel supporting and coordina-

4 ﬁnm) le Lommnnd o £ Jhe 'EM1L‘S4

gnting | lar‘ce‘
ting the mission of the 25th ARVN Division, Asy.my

AR QE was Ve ky Aimited,
1-9 Cavalry, hunter-killer team was composed of a "low Rird" "
Knight, and

Light Observation Helicopter, flown by CPT Clifford L.

OH6A,
carried 2 crew members: SEP, Vernon J. Gregory, the observer,and SP, John S.
Nicholes, the gunner, The "high bird", AHIG, Attack Helicopter, commonly
known as a Cobra ywas flown by CPT Bentley C, Humphrey and was commanded by
CFT David P, Schweitzer., Also assisting in the mission was a UH1 utility
helicopter, known as the Command and Control, "C.and C", flown by WOl Richard

11
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F, Smail, ,\G,B‘ 1loted by CW2 Rodger R. Santo. The crew chief was SP, Donald
All were members of th

I. Morehousgy and the gunner was SF4 Dale L, Howell.
The mission commander, CPI Thomas C. Uzdanski,

/"’ i
.~ 229th Asstialt Helicopter Company.
, ] A/1-9 Cavalry, was a Pasgenger on board the "C and C" as was the 25th ARVN
' Division Liaison Officer, Aspirant Congs
bhat pagses through a small group of build-

48+ During reccmaissance of a zoad _pa
UM grid eoordinates WU $21048} crew members of the

ings , \village,, oF hamlet, [UEM gr
v~ "low bird" spotted, numPerous partially concealed bicyclesjand mﬂtorcyclas,Am»nLaF
which Seme—with, trailers and packs. The appearance of the items aroused the "low
bird" crew's suspicion and they motioned, from the helicopter, for the
individuals in the area 1o open up the packs on these vahicles_._,“ﬂmis ig a com-
monly amployed,proaedurq(i cording to testimon The individuals on the ground

in the area did not comply and started moving away from the area,and locking
back toward the buildings in a suspicious manner, CFL Knight,from the "low

bird" called CPT Schweitser, in. the "high bird" and requested he place probing
fire near the area in an attempt to force into achbion any enemy persomnel that

might be in the areag and to cause any civiliang in the area to move out, The
“high bird" made a pass and placed 2 white phosporous rockets in an open field
about 50 yards south of the buildings. The "low bird" proceeded back into the
area/ reported receiving ground to air fire (GAF), and then requested the area
Armed helicopters are required to defend their members in accord-

be attacked,
ance with annex C paragraph 2f(5) MACV Directive 525-13, 1 May 1971 (EXHIBIT
} took evasive action, departing the area while

RED TAB K). The "low bipd) .
P simultaneously reporting,it had taken GAF, although it did not receive any hits.
The "high bird" then came in and rocketed and strafed the building§ and surrounding

£ -
area with approximately 15 #p 18 rounds of high explosive rockets and mac-
] the roof off one large building, and setting, it on
In the

hine gun fire,

fire, along with some other thatched roof structures in the area.

process geveral bicycles and motorcycles were destroyed and more were reveal-

d in the buildings. Approximately 6 adult males,and 1 female and 1 male

sub teenage children, were either killed or very seriously wounded,ea% 15-20
ded, by the

other personnel were wounded or gave the appearance of being woun A
The "low bird" then returned to the area for Battle

aerial rocket attack,
Damage Assessment (BDA), reported the above results, and spotted one addition-
ally mjlitary age male attempting to seek cover by fleeing into a building, The
— "low¥ " gunner, SF, Nicholes, machine-gunned the building tofwhich he was
« fleeing apparently killing the individual as he fell part out and part in the
building he had reached. Shortly after this the "low bird" departed the
"ow bird" flown

station because of low fuel a dﬁwas replaced by anot rd"
Lﬁﬁﬁ crew chief was SP, Odell Harrington%and

by ®W2 Davin G, Melaughliny
SP, Len J. Shattuck, the gunnerx.#ll were members of A/1-9 Cavalry.

12
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49- G-PT th
L weits
ARVN Town Tea;m, 22&;23:?}? "gg:gh bird" then Tequested the insertion of an :
K g aPproximately 20 ARVN Rangers from the ARVN,

SYRNOR WeS OB, Hounrd M :
helicopt, . - ‘ = The second
i gggrtgzs Piloted by W0 Delbert Jackaon,) o, ckey chief wag SF, Ruaog§1
Can o %;nner was SE, Steven C, Koelle/d %ﬂ%wgra members of A/1-9
et ﬁ & e ARVN Browm Team, which was accom igd by a US Army Captain,
an "Ea 1' frooka_,L Troop Operations Officer, A/1-9 Cavalry, was orginally on
gLe Flight" with the mission to snatch an individual for questioning,

This team wag diverted to the contact area and inserted after the landing zons
er in the "high bird", Tn

Was prepared with suppresgsion fire by CPT Schweitz
the process CPT Schweitzer fired so ¢lose to one of the UH1A helicopters carrying
Tt of the' . :
PAFS.-0 e ARVN Brown Team that the helicopter was forced to g9 around
again before landing, CFT gchwaitzar stated his rocket tubes were not correctly
Ninh for fuel and

bore sighted. At this point CPT Schweitzer returned to Tay
ion by another AHIG "high bird" commanded by CPT John E,

¥as replaced on sty
Liberg;&ﬂd‘Cfﬁ fheo,ora T. Cappone, the-aﬁ-piiebitboth of A/1-9 Cavalry., They
expended no ordnance,

members deplaned from their helicopters they

ity of their individual weapons, all objects on
uld: afford cover or concedlment to an enemy ,

of reckless firing and melodramatics

no return fire was received. No

50. When the ARVN Brown Team
engaged to the maximum capabil
or near’the landing zone that co
This tactiecal procedure gave the appearance

to some of the US personnel ,especially since
person questioned, concerning this incident, at any time saw an ARVN Brown

Team membery or the US Army Captain, Arnold H. Brooks, who accompanied the ARVN

Brown Team and was firing a machine gun, actually shooting any civilian or
ans that were initherrocketéd-ares that

military personnel,» The remaining civili
were ambulatory, had moved out of the lmmediate area before or dufing % %Jﬁ%ﬁk -
by the "high bird", i : .gome of the repla crevs o558
(s 20z =t T EE R 3 S L OerG e R e U S tr e =kl A P T8 SPZ‘_
Len J. Shattuck estimated approximately 15 #o EO:éppeared to have bg_?nn* qunded.,
CW2 Davin G. McLaughlin landed in the area to attempt to evacuate a, wounded
The ARVN Brown Team made a quick sweep

girl, but she was already dead,
of the area, encountered no resistance ,and departed with the items they had

looted .

On on ahgud IS May )71,
5l. MAJ Richard A, Chilcoat, Commgnding Officer, A/1-9 Cavalry, had expressed
to obtain

a desire to the officers of ™
a captured motorcycle,or motor bike syLon D Bﬁi‘m‘%ﬁim to LIC Carl M, Putnam )
%ﬁr vy that was being planned to

.l

Squadron, Co er, 1-9 Cavalry, during a
fete the lof11cors jof tho~1-9 Cavalry, as i : : Thist >
n J;g = 4 /) 3
13
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This  ©XPresseq i
" desire of MAT Chilcoat /’ '
undoubtedly influenceq CPT Brooks, who was

A

epicted g5 bein
i a
'blona]_]_y ViO.‘LEte Zogfgﬁd?ggressi‘;e’ and highly motivated ofi‘icar;":in'ten—
oo 0 acag Pany the ARyY o8 Order prohibiting US ground troops in Cambodia
of the rogketed ares 7 Brown Team which looted the buildings and grounds *
s? Vilian clo’;.h:‘l_ fie ARVN Brown Team took chickens » ducks, civilian
Wallets ;E%ro AR ng from the area,and a quantity of combs, tobacco, and
blue Suzuki rgs%t ©S stand that had been damaged. CPFI Brooks brought back a
aPproximte{y 15orcycle’ SN KI0 52-3984, in a good state of repair, with
took POssessio ’309 kilometers&regiatered on the odometer. MAJ Chilcoat
subsequent n of the motorcycle, with knowledge of how it was obtained, and
1y presented it to LIC Putnam at the stanci: down party.

l/ a.ngl Lpgra ed the unregistered vehicle

gz- LTC Putnam accepted the motorecyele
OF a few days on Di An Post. S%ﬁn’é“'inquj.r es about the procedure for
Tegistering the vehicle as a privately owned conveyance or a war trophy. In

the course of events that followed, LTC 41is position in

: tnam realized th.ﬁ‘t.; :
the incident wag vulnerable to criticism, also 1earnedl&1e could not register

the vehicle, The motorcycle was then turned ‘into the 8-2, 12th CAG, on 12
June 1971, where it was processed as captured war material, and disposed of

under the provision of MACV Directive 381-24.

Operational reports of this incident were submitted 1813058 May 1971, to

33

the Tactical Operations Center, TRAC, and a delayed report submitted on
1l June 1971, to the Combined Operations Center, Military Assistance Command
Vietnam, under the provision 6f MACV Directive 335-12, dated 20 September 1970,

VI.(C). CONCLUSIONS.

S4e On 18 May 1971, members of A/1-9 Cavalry,while csni(an authorized aerial
reconnaissance mission in support of the ARVN 25th Infantry Division in the

vieinity of UTM Grid Coordinates WU 521048, Republic of Cambodia, killed
approximately 6 military age males, 2 sub-teenage children, and wounded 15-20
Cambodian civilian personnel by aerial rocket and machine gun fire,

25, The OH6A helicopter; flown by CPT Clifford L. night, the "low bird" of
A/1-9 Cavalry, "Hunter-Killer" team,received ground to air fire from one
or more locations within the area of the firing incident/accident and requested

that fire,ﬁ@&?e‘placed on the location,

The ARVN Rangers used standard suppressive fire techniques during insertic
may have been excessive, considering the conditions at the
cause casualities with their individual weapons.

56,
in the area that
time, but did not

VA
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57« The ARVYN Rangers looted the area of

milit the firing incident/accident of non—

ary mat 2 R
eria%fof an ‘undetermined = value, for their personal use.

58, A US Army :
Rangers in the gigta;n{ AEnold H. Brooks, A/1-9 Cavalry, accompanied the ARVN
: und in yaeE .
of which he had knOWIEdga.ambOdla in violation of standing orders
39. CFT Arnold H. Brooks looted a blue Suzuki motorcycle, SN KIO 52-3984 ,
Tom the area of the firing incident/accident.

60. CPT Arnold H. Brooks's actions were probably due to an expressed desire
made by his commanding officer, MAJ Richard A. Chilcoat, to obtain a motorbike
for presentation to the Squédron Commander during the unit's stand down.

61l. MAJ Richard A. Chilcoat took possession of the looted motorcycle and
subsequently presented it to LIC Carl M. Putnam.

S22 NP Capd! M, Putnam accepted the looted motorcycle, JE'Btﬂining and operating
it on Di An Post while attempting to register it as a privately owned conveyance

or a war trophy.

VIII.(U) RECOMMENDATION.

63, It is recormended that:

a. This report be approved and forwarded through channels to Headguarters,
Military Assistance Command Vietnam, in accordance with MACV Regulation 20-4.

b. That consideration be given to informing the Commanding GeneralJIII
ARVN Corps, of the conduct of members of the ARVN "Brown Team".

ce A copy of this investigation be furnished to the Commanding General,
34 Brigade, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile), for appropriate action and a
reply to the Commanding General, HQ TRAC, as to the action taken.

«
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1 219. BROOKS INCIDENT

FALLEGATION: 1. Excessive bombardment
2. Pillage of a Cambodian village.
3. Violation of the rules of engdatment (ROE)

SUBJEGT/SUSPECTS :

1 LTC Cari. C, Putnam, gl
. > CO 1/9¢h ¢s G
g. MAi Richard Chilcoat 1rp A!1/91; Ciit iav Diy.
« CPT Arnold H, Brooks, | same uad b, st Cav ' Div.

CPT. Clifford 1. hulght same unit

« 1 CPT David Pl bunweitm@r same uﬁii
»  CPT Thomsas €, Uzanslkd ; same unit. -
. SP4 John S. Nicholes, same unit.,

o5

=F O N

COMPLAINANT: CO, 1/9th Cay, lst Cay Div.

BACKGROUND (C): A Us hellcopter "hunternkiller" tenm while on a visual
Yeconnaissance mission over Cambodia on 18 May 71, engaged a built- —p
area with excessive tlrﬁ pewar., A ground reconnaissance conducted by an
ARVN platoon which was inserted by helicopters followed the aerial attack.
The aerial attack and ground recon resulted in several Cambodians being
killed and wounded, and one male being detained for interrogation.
Members of the ARVN platoon and a US CPT, who accompanied the platoon,
retalned property removed from the villawe when they were extractad

1 ’

STATUS/PROGNOSIS (C}: lnvestigation GOmpleted; Substantiated.

An investigation UP MACV Dir 20-4 was conducted and the results forwarded
to HQ, DA. The investigation revealed that on/13 Hay 71:?% helicopter
hunter-killer team from Trp A/1/9th Cay was o avisuat-Fecon mission in.
Cambodia. Crew members of the LOH helicopter observed a pnumber of motor-
cycles and bicycles with packs mear a small village which they suspected
was an enemy convoy. Visual indicators were given to the villagers to
open the packs for inspection. Ordnance was fired near the village to
draw fire and force the inhabitants into the open for observation after
they did not comply with the request. On a subsequent pass the pilot of
" the LOH heard gunfire behind him and notified the gunship that he was

The mission GO in the command and control (C&C) helicopter

taklng fire.
south of the

saw muzzle flashes of automatic fire from a dike 100 meters
village and so advised the cobra gunship, which fired rockets at the dike
and at buildings near it. . The gunner abo_ﬁg_the observation helicopter
engaged various targets in the village with/machine gun fire. Gunship
preparatory fire preceded the landing of an ARVN platoon, which had been
diverted from another mission. A US CPT accompanied the platmmn‘on the
ground in violations of standing orders. The troops, reconnoitering by
fire, did not search bunkers for enemy forces, nor were enemy weapons or.
other war materiel found, One WOunded Cambodian male was taken aboard an
aireraft for interrogation at the base camp. Civilian casualties were
gstimated at eight dead, including twc children, 15 wounded, and three or
fourlstructures destroyed, fdhere is mo pvidence that the wounded were

H“s‘f%ﬁpf*&'i& KT 3 YEAR IHIERVALS
HOT AUTOMETIZALLY DEC] ‘““F B
”uT'TZZZT?Q




(As of 1 May 9y
219. BROOKS INCIDENT (continued)

ovided medical treatment by eifher US or ARYN Forcas
reported friendly casualties. Other than the pbssible.ground to air fi
‘ air fire

ieard by the pilot of the LOH, there appears to have been no other offen
sive fire toward the helicopter team. Members of the ARVN platoon returned
' to the aircraft with large quantities of civilian property, inﬂluding" ne

' tobacco, poultry, and radios, and the US CPT returned to Glalss sl
.a motoreycle. The ground forces were extracted with their bmnty after
being on the ground approximately 30 minutes. The motorcyele was presen—
ted to the Sqdn CO who, after several days, requested an investigation of
the incident and turned in the motorcycle to a maintenance collecting
point. The incident was neither properly dnvestigated nor reported initi-
ally. Letters of reprimand were issued to LTC Putnam and MAJ Chilcoat for
their actions and/or inactions concerning this incident. Court-martial
charges preferred against CPT Brooks were dismissed by CG US Army Armor
and Training Center Fort Knox, KY on 21 April 1972. The CG, ¥t Knox,
however, gave CPT Brooks an administrative letter of reprimand for his
actions. No action was taken against the other subjects.

t B 4 ¥ T

There were no

WITNESSES: Members of Trp A/1/9th Cav, lst Cav Div.

INITTATED BY WHOM: €O, 1/9th Cav.

RESPONSE TO INITIATOR: CO, 1/9th Cav was,interviewed.

CONFIDENTIAL



